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Dear Caotain,

i . Tnis lett«r is sonethlng that T have beenvb
trylng to get around to for litsrally nonths but
when it comes to: corresoonience, -I'm the world's. o
. worst procrastinator. TFirst of all I want to thankg~
~ you for the very nice oormnndatory letter in re the
- CLARK's 1938-39 gunnery year, particularly in view.
. of my very small contribution. Secondly I want to
- thank you for your kind thought of us at Christmas--
‘we -both aooreciated it tremendously.\,“ C .

' “I hear?® that you all have produced an un-
broken strlng of fine verformances go far this year
and it vleases me because my thrse ani a half years
. th=2re has given me 2 great fondness Lor that shin

~and all of her veonle.’

-~ For =y own vart -- I started very slowly during- the
Tirst part of the seaaon , but after a bad short

range the 23ditional experience scemed to help and

this week we fired what I hovoe will prove to be the

high for heavy cruisers night-battle this year--

so far nobody has.even come close. We are also leading

the league in machine gun practices, AABP "D", and

have the second high score for AABP "W,

: Th,re are all sorts of ruﬂorsflylng around;
about where the New Orleans will go nexg, but as we:
have been norninated as first cheice for the cruisers’
AA gunnery school -fhere is an excellent probability
that we will stay here at least until October and "if
that works out we most likely won t go to the East :
Coast as runored .at present.

' Mary Lou sends her best to you aqd we beth
want to.be remembered to the -Commodore and to Julie
and all the 0ld gang there on the CLARK.

‘Don't forget when you come out this springto ,
look us up-- we're at 412 Seaside Ave., just three blocks
from the Royal. _

Thanks again and hooing to see you all soon-




Jan, 30, 1940

Dear Commander Bates:

I am in receipt of your kind letter of Jan. 17th together
with your letter of recommendation and thank you very much
for both,

I am delightéd that the Clark was marked excellent by
Captain Mayfield, but then that is as it should be, at
least sinece you took commend anyway. The reputation of the
Clark has even reached the east coast and it makes me feel
proud too, that she is setting the pace for the fleet for

upkeep, etce

It is kind of you to say my services are misseds I do
appreciate very much the experience I geined under your
command and the meny things I learmed during your inspections
of the Clark are beginning to bear frult on the tug which

I am to teke over soon.s I am looking forward with keen ine

terest to my work on the tug.

At your suggestion I went to see Captein Ross and gave him
your regards, Captein Ross told me you and he are great

friends.

I rather miss the Clark end as I look back and remember
some of the execiting days, I find myself a little homesick,
I hope Balding is proving & good B.i. and that he has taken
over to your entire satisfaction.

My wife at present is visiting her family in New York and is
heving a gay time going to concerts and seeing the best plays
which she so missed while on the west coast,

Thank you egein for your kindness and consideration and with
best regards, I am

Respectfull yours,

et OG22,

Commsnder R. W Bates, U.S.N.
Commending Ue. S. S. Clark
Sen Francisco, Calif,




In reply address not the
signer of this letter, but
Commandant, U.S. Navy

Yard, Charleston, S. C.

Refor to No: OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT
UNITED STATES NAVY YARD
CHARLESTON, 8. C.

6 February 1940

Dear Dick:

I have intended for a long time to send you a note to thank
you for your cards at Christmas time, but being extremely busy and
having haed to be away from here on inspection trips are the only ex-
cuses I can offer for this delay.

The Christmas menu of the Clark was excellent but if your
crowd put away all that good food I fear for their girlish figures.

I noticed some months ago that your running mate Wiltsie had
taken unto himself a family. If she is as nice as he is then I'm sure
it is 0.K.

We have been here now nearly two years and have thoroughly
enjoyed it in &1l respects. The climate and the people are delightful,
there is enough to keep one quite busy, and I have a home with many
perquisites that I never had before or will again have. Every one who
comes here wishes to be here again, for it has many advantages, and as
far as I am concerned it is the very best station in the entire Naval

Establishment,

This June I complete three years on shore and would normally
go to sea, but as the big jobs seem to be sewed up I don't know what
the answer will be. With only two years before retirement I would prefer
to stay here instead of getting one of the subordinate fleet jobs, but
if I have to go to sea I may ask for the Special Service Squadron
where I will be entirely independent. However, it is a long time be~
fore next June, and I have no definite plans as yet.

Am sure you like the destroyers just as much as ever, and I
hope thet you are making a splendid record for yourself,

With all best wishes in which lrs. Allen and Peach join me,
I am,

Very sincerely,

Commander R.V. Bates, U.S.Navy,
U.5.5. CLARK,
San Diego, California




¢

2662 E St.
San Diego, Calif.
12 Feb,, 1940

Comdr. R.W. Bates, USN.,
U.S.8. Clerk,
San Diego, Calif.

Sir:-

For some time I have been meking the Service both work
and hobby. Since my enlisting in the Marine Corps I have
accumulated a collection of Neval Postal markings =and book
metch covers from the ships. This collection has been ex-
hibited in Philadelphia and San Diego, where it has met with
some success and I'm always desirous of adding to 1it.

Recently I heard that the CLARK has stocked some bonk
matches for the ship and I would certainly like to get = few
of them in unused condition. It is against Postall Regulations
to send matches through the mails so if they are fixed like
the encl =d sample it will be OK. The writer will certainly
appreelate anything the Commander can do for me in this
respect,

Respectfully,

/ %/W ¢
%@%’ Mensch, L

Corp., UsSMC,




HEADQUARTERS
NINTH NAVAL DISTRICT
GREAT LAKES, ILLINOIS

March 1, 1940

My dear Commander Eates:

The Commandant at this Station has been informed
by Captain Bidwell in the Detail Office, Bureau of Navi-
gation, that I am slated to be your relief.

It secems the present plan is for my relief to
arrive here on the 6th of June; that I be detached omn
the 11lth of June and be in 3San Francisco on 20 June in
order to take a ship for Pearl Hartor and relieve you
at that place in time for you to return to the mainland,
leaving Honolulu on 28 June. I pass this information on
for what it is worth ani thought perhaps you might be
interested in these tentative plans. However, I expsct
them to materialize.

In connection with the CLARK, I find from such
information as is aveilable here that you will take part
in the next Fleet Frotlem =znd upon completion will go to
the Hawaiian area and join that detachment in & temporary
status. ulso, that the CLARK will return with Destroyer
Division 3ix and commence overhaul at the lLiare Island
Navy Yard on 4 December, 1840.

I would appreciate it wvery much if you would let
me know if the abtove seems to be tiae future itinerary of
the CL..RK and also if I am correct in assuming that the
CLARK's home port is 3an Tieco end her home yard is lisre
Islond. I am particularly desirous to know a2bout thils
because, if it is so, it will meen that I will have to

2inford's exnenses to and from Fonolulu. I plan
will go out there znd I also exnect to take my
motile out at the same time.

I am locking forwerd with pleasure tOo heving such
attractive essiznment angd, also, I am looking aorward
reeting you in the near future. In the event that any
these plens, as mentioned, are changed, I will be glad
iieep you informed.

7ith best wishes, I an
Very sincerely yours,

THOS. ﬂ"gggZo‘

~

Lieut. Condr., U.S3.
Comriander 2. /. Bates, U.S.N.
U.3.5. CLARK
San Disgo, Californie
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THACKER TRANSPORTATION CO., LTD.

EARL THACKER & CO., AGENTS
AUTO RENTALS . DILLINGHAM TRANSPORTATION BUILDING

- WAIKIKI H EADQUARTERS

ROYAL SERVICE STATION

P. O. BOX 100 - TELEPHONE 6290
Opposite Royal Hawailan Hote!

WITH OR WITHOUT DRIVERS
BTANDARD RATES ) HONOLULU, HAWAII
CABLE: THACKERCO PrHone 92008

March 16, 1940.

VIA CLIPPER AIR MATIL

Commander Richard Bates,
U. S. S, Clark,
c/o Postmaster,
Los Angeles, California.

Dear Dickie:

Your radiogram regarding Mrs. Anson
Hard was addressed to "Earl Backer, Honolulu", I
finally got the message but it was too late to
contact Mrs. Hard before she left. Therefore, I
was not able to deliver your message.

I am enclosing the message in order
that you might give it to her to show that your
intentions were good but your spelling was bad.

It was nice hearing from you, Dickie,
and I will be looking forward to seeing you here
with the fleet next month.

Dorothy joins me in fend Aloha to you.

As always, sincerely,




THE MUENCHINGER-KING

BELLEVUE AVENUE
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

PETER MONGINI
MANAGER

Karer 17, 1940

- Comdr. R. W, Bates
U.S. Clarke
San Diego, Calif,

Dear Sir:

e understand that you are corming with the next
class at the Naval 7ar College, and would like to in-
terest vou in accommodations for the duration of vour stay
in Newport, if you have not already done so,.

e have several apartments and two houses, avail-
able, at reasonable rentals. During the past we have rent-
ed these apartments to several of tre Of“icers; some of
wrom were Comdr. H, Ziroli, Dr. K, walsh, the late Comrdr.
7, Maile, etc. At tre present time we have Captain N,
Nichols, and Captain W, Tarber, who will be leaving with
this year's class. One of our houses mentioned above, is
nowv occupied by Cantain. X, Gwynne, who also, leaves with
the present class,

If you are interested, we are sure trat vou
would be comfortable and trat e could come to terms agree-
able to us both., Should vou care for furtrer inf orration
kindly write us rere at tre Hotel and we will be glad to
ansver any questions wou mighrt care to tmow.

Thanking vou for giving this matter vour atten-
tion, and looking forward to hearing from vou sormetime in

tre near future, we are,

Joan Lo
éoww %M/é‘?dﬂp “”&“ %

PN :VP f /44 o Lo Saandl 4 oA

% e fante el o

344:, Ferrcet
g /é)@d«{
g

Yours very frulv,







’

PETER MONGINI

THE MUENCHINGER-KING
BELLEVUE AVENUE

NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

March 30, 1940

Commander R,W,Bates, U,S,N.
U.S.S.Clark (361)
San Diego, California

Dear Sir:

We thank you for your letier of March 27th,
and would be delighted to accormodate you, for the dur-
ation € your stay in Newport.

We have an apartment, that was rented last
year to Comdr. H. Zirgli, consisting of one bed-room, -
bath, sitting roge? and porch. The rent for this avart-
ment would be $120.00 per month without meals, We quote
special rates on-meals for Navy Officers, breakfast from
$.50 to $.75, and dinner from #1.25 to 81.50.

Should you decide to take this apartment, you
maybe assured that we would do our very best to make your
stay with us as comfortable as possible.

If you care for any other information,kindly
let us know and we will be, only, to glad to help you.

Thanking you again, and looking forward to
hearing from you, in the near future, we are.

Yours very truly,

ya

7




CoLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM, Inc.
485 MADISON AVENUE, NEw YORE

WICEERSHAM 2-2000

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
Mey 21, 1940

WILLIAM S. PALEY

Dear Commander Bates:

I was very glad to hear from you and, I must
say, a feeling of envy was induced when I
learned that you are back in Hawaii. I remember
the wonderful time I had there, and I am waiting
for the day when I can get back.

If you will give your friend, who is now in
Washington, a letter to me, or tell her to call
my office for an appointment, I shall be glad
to arrange for her to see the proper people in
our organization. I have no idea whether or
not there is any opening in our Education
Department, but I am sure our people will be
glad to talk to her.

I hope you will come in to see me when you
get back East.

Sincerely :y'ourst/;2

s N

Commander R. W. Bates
Commanding, U.S.S.Clark (361)
Pearl Harbor, T. H.




EMERS ON & ORME
AUTOMOBILE

iy e e et

SALES Established 1910
AND

SERVICE WASHINGTON, D.C.

Commander R. W, Bates
U. S. S. Clark
Pearl Herbor, T. H.

Dear Commander Bates:

In answer to your letter of May 20th, wish to advise
that we can arrange delivery of a new Buick to you
through the Buick dealer at Newport, Rhode Island.

It will be necessary to advise us the type of car you
desire, also color and equipment, and whether you wish
to pay cash for the balance or finance same. We would
want three or four weeks notice before delivery so we
can order a car for you from the factory,

We do not have any definite information, vet, as to
when the 41 model will be available, but assume that
it will be around the middle of October, as it was last

year.

Trusting this information is satisfactory, and awaiting
further instructions from you, we are

Very truly yours,
HERSON & ORLE

5 Slpors P e,

Daevid A. Parsons
Sales lManager
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